
 

 

 

March, 2021 

Dear Chinook Pass Cabin Owners 
 
2020 is now and forever in the record books. With the impact of COVID approximately a year ago we have 
seen life as we know it come to a halt and a new normal rise up.  Like most of you the association has been 
staying pretty low keyed with limited activity. We miss our gatherings where we were able to share 
information and good food. We are all so anxious to get back to meetings and socialization as a group. 
Hopefully 2021 will be open enough for us to have a spring meeting.   
 
The Chinook Pass Cabin Owners Association the Board of Directors welcomes all Chinook Pass cabin owners, 
members and non-members alike to a new year in 2021. COVID has caused the USFS office in Naches to be 
closed most of the year. Consequently we have not had the ability to keep tract of the changes in ownership. If 
you have information on sales in your tract it would help us immensely if you could share any ownership 
changes with us so we can update our records and reach out to prospective members. Your assistance with 
this information is deeply appreciated. I would go a step further and ask you to share this letter and attached 
member registration/renewal with all the new owners and others who are non-members in your tract.  
 
Locally there is little to share. For nearly a year the USFS has been on a socially restricted program where 
their employees were and continue to be working remotely.  We do have a new Ranger in town, Aaron 
Stockton. Aaron has a strong background in environmental planning, land management, and recreation. Aaron 
was born and raised in New Mexico. His last assignment was the Guadalupe Ranger District near Carlsbad, 
New Mexico with nearly 300,000 acres in size with elevations ranging from 3,500ft to 7,500 ft. I am sure he 
will be supportive of our efforts to work with the USFS in the management of our recreational residences 
 
In 2020 the Chinook Pass cabin Owners Association (CPCOA), Washington State Forest Homeowners 
Association (WSFHA) and National Forest Homeowners (NFH) all saw a decline in membership. It is believed 
the decline to be a direct impact of COVID. Your sharing of this letter and application for membership with 
fellow cabin owners in your tract will help us get back to our usual numbers. Thank you for talking about 
joining the CPCOA with your family and friends who share in the use of your cabin. And don’t forget the 
new folks who are new to your tract. 
Included with this letter is the application for new and renewal of membership. Please complete the form 
and mail it in to Jim Lundeen with the appropriate dues. 

So why remain or become a member in an organization that can’t hold in person meetings and you see no 
bang for your bucks? The reason is because for the most part the three cabin associations mentioned above 
work behind the scenes for you. These associations keep an eye on state and national legislation that may or 
will have an impact on your cabin ownership.  We are there to help you navigate the often cumbersome maze 
of bureaucratic red tape that is found within any government agency.  Up to the point that the pandemic 
closed our access to in person meetings we have looked at virtual meeting using the internet.  

Regardless of not being able to have meetings, the CPCOA Board of Directors remains focused on four areas.  
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1. Protecting our cabins and the interests of our members as they relate to the use of their cabins. 
2. Provide relevant local, statewide and national information regarding the management, upkeep, 

and safety of our cabins. 
3. To work with the Forest Service when and where possible in all matters relating to the 

management of the Recreational Cabin Program and our cabin owners.   
4. Provide opportunities for members to socialize/recreate via meetings, educational outings  

(field trips), and work parties.  

At the state level the Washington State Forest Homeowners Association board is addressing continuity of 
services among the tracts within our districts. They are concerned with the rules initiated by the 
Washington State Dept. of Archaeology & Historic preservation as they relate to the USFS regulations 
and our cabins. And there are cabin owners who are working on their county taxes and appealing those 
taxes based on Washington State taxation law. This pioneering effort may help us as taxation revenues 
are always in the back of our minds. 

The National Forest Homeowners board is focused on many issues such as but not limited to addressing 
proposals to change our leases, to reassign some of our national lands to the states, the elimination of 
Forest Service Law Enforcement, the effective use of our cabin lease fees for various programs that may 
not be in the interests of cabin owners and other matters that impact us and our cabin use. They have a 
lobbying firm that assists us in dealing with lawmakers in DC. 

Field trips: Learning about the forest and sharing knowledge about good stewardship, the history, and the 
treasures in your area is a great by product of membership in the CPCOA. We hope to be able to pour life 
back into this program in 2021 assuming the pandemic restrictions for Washington State allow for such 
activity. We are working with several people to set some field trips and possibly a work party at the end of 
summer.  Again check our web site for more information.  While there take a look at our past field trips and let 
us know if you have any great ideas for future or repeat events. 

We are also working with USFS Permit Administrator, Lee Ellis located at the Naches Ranger District 
Office in Naches, Washington regarding local cabin issues and local forest health. As information is 
learned we will be sure to share it with our members. 

It our sincere hope to hold in person meetings in 2021. With that in mind we have temporarily planned a 
meeting for June 19, 2021.  We are trying to secure our regular meeting place, The Nile Church on 
Highway 410, at 11:30am.  This is of course if we can meet in person and can get the facility.  If COVID-19 
restrictions are still in place then we will schedule a Zoom meeting for our entire membership at the 
same day and time. Look for more information on our spring meeting and as soon as we know we will 
send out information via email and the web site at www.cpcoa.com 

A new addition to help share information. We have created a private facebook group called Chinook Pass Cabin 
Owners.  We have created this group so that we can meet our forest neighbors and better connect with our 
membership.  If you wish to join, please submit your name and location of your cabin. Please use this 
opportunity to share pictures and stories pertaining to your experience in the forest.  Also allowed are 
relevant questions and factual information pertaining to issues with your cabin and agencies.  Political 
statements, not directly related to our cabins, or personal complaints, do not belong here.  Please post those 
elsewhere.  We hope to see your smiling faces sharing in our Facebook group.  See you in the woods, 

Please visit our web site and read about the “Fire Wise” and “Forest Watch” programs that make  your 
cabin and tract more resistant to fire and the damage caused by fire and help keep your cabin safe 
from unwelcomed persons. Not only do these programs provide an educational component, they 

http://www.cpcoa.com/


identify specific actions you can take to make your tract and cabin a safer place for you, your family, 
and friends. We encourage you to take the steps to get your tract on board. More information can be 
found on our web site.  

I encourage you to contact us for help with any issues you are encountering with your cabin, the USFS, or 
ideas about how to organize your tract information. The CPCOA has a letter template that members are 
free to use in support of your effort to organize your individual tracts. If you are willing to take on a 
leadership role for your tract, please let me know by emailing me at cpcoawa@comcast.net  and we will 
email/send you a copy of that letter and provide any assistance we can. 

The CPCOA Board invites all cabin owners, and associates to become involved in the Association. If you 
are not a member, join us, if you are a member become more active. Consider helping to work on field 
trips, organizing your tract, or serving on the Board.  

The CPCOA is only as strong as you make it. To add to our strength in numbers the CPCOA is also a 
member of the Washington State Forest Homeowners Association (WSFHA) and the National Forest 
Homeowners (NFH).  

Cabin owner dues are $75.00 of which $2.00 goes to WSFHA and $50.00 to the NFH. Dues are payable 
in the first quarter of the year. (See attached member application/renewal.) Please send them in as 
soon as possible. (Please note: Cabin owners may not sign up as an “Associate”. 

We wish you the best in the New Year and look forward to seeing you this summer. Please contact me 
with any questions, or recommendations on how the CPCOA can be of assistance. I do not check the 
Comcast email as often as I do my Gmail, so if you have urgent needs, please use my Gmail address. 

With warm regard 
 
Ralph Berthon 
President, CPCOA 

ralphb140@gmail.com/cpcoa@comcast.net/http://cpcoa.com 
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