Cabin Tracks
Chinook Pass Cabin Owners’ Association—May 2014
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dave Leinweber
Over the winter I spent time thinking about the accomplishments of your CPCOA, during the past few years.
When considering the effectiveness of an organization, such as ours, I find it helpful to refer back to the
purpose stated in the organizations’ by-laws. According to Article 2 of CPCOA’s by-laws, the purpose of our
organization is to:
“… promote and protect the recreational interests of its members in the Chinook Pass area of the
Wenatchee National Forest; to seek equitable and just legislation and regulations; and to work in
cooperation with the Forest Service in the protection and administration of the Naches Ranger District
recreation features including the preservation, improvement, and economical use of the national forest
as well as any government issues—federal, state, county tribal or local—that impact cabin ownership
and activities, or the forest in general.”

That’s a long way of saying that we exist to support cabin ownership in and promote good stewardship of our
part of the National Forest. I feel good about what the organization is doing and proud to be working with so
many great people in fulfilling the purpose of CPCOA.
I’m pleased to report that, as of early April, we have 113 current members, many of whom are actively
involved in numerous issues that directly impact cabin ownership in the Naches Ranger District. This is down a
little bit from last year, but still a good indication that we are fulfilling a need for our community.
In 2013 we sponsored 3 field trips, cleaned up the Mather Memorial rest area, and held our accustomed June
and October membership meetings. We also supported members as they challenged a change to the Bumping
Lake permits and the Ranger’s decision to close some roads in the forest around our cabins. These and other
issues were explored in detail with the membership at the October 2013 meeting.
Last year the membership not only approved the creation of a Cabin Defense Fund, but thanks to generous
donations from our members we have been able to put $2,540 into it so far this year. This enabled us to
donate a record $1,270 to the National Forest Homeowners Coalition 2 group who is working hard to obtain
passage of the Cabin Defense Fund bill currently being worked on in Congress. My thanks to all our members,
especially those who are new to our organization and also to those who gave so generously to the Cabin
Defense Fund. Your support provides this organization with the resources to better fulfill our purpose, which
is very good as there is so much work yet to do.
As I write this, a number of issues from last year have still not been resolved: Bumping Lake Permit language,
forest road closures, and the Cabin Fee Act. Getting resolution to these and all the new issues that will come
up in the future has been complicated by a complete turnover of the local Forest Service staff. This year we
will have a new permit administrator, recreation/resource assistant, district ranger and forest supervisor. The
Naches Ranger District also lost its last law enforcement officer, with the duties now being picked up by
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officers out of the Cle Elum office. And if that weren’t enough, we also have a new Yakima County Sheriff
Deputy patrolling the area: Deputy Perry Brown.
Even though it has not always felt like it during time of disagreement, Irene, Jacquie, Karen and Blair have
always been strong supporters of the cabin program and we will miss them and their expertise.
Many of you may already know Kathryn Buchholz who is taking over Karen’s cabin program responsibilities as
our permit administrator. We welcome Kathryn and look forward to our continued work with her. Do check
out her article below about all these changes at the Naches Ranger Station.
Because of the turnover in staff this year we all will need to work hard building strong working relationships
with all the new folks within the Okanogan-Wenatchee Forest. This is just one of the reasons why it’s so
important for you to attend the membership meeting that will be held on June 21st. Besides getting to know
the folks we need to work with, this meeting will be focused on many of the issues that were discussed in
depth at last fall’s meeting.
So this is shaping up to be yet another busy year for CPCOA, and I look forward to working with all cabin
owners to fulfill the purpose of our organization.

Dave

From Our Naches Ranger Station Friends
Kathryn Buchholz
2014 has been a year of change for the Naches
Ranger Station in regard to personnel. In the
Recreation Department Jacqueline Beidl, the
resource assistant accepted an archaeologist job on
the Inyo National Forest. Hiring a new individual to
head the Recreation Department is in the works and
hopefully the position will be filled by June.
Karen Lindhorst retired in January and her position will be filled
by Kathryn Buchholz in December. In the meantime Kathryn
Buchholz will be covering Special Uses part-time while she attains
her Master of Science Degree. During this period cabin project
requests will be addressed in the order they are received, but
approval may be prolonged until the special uses position is filled
full-time. The District’s Law Enforcement Officer (LEO) has also
retired and forest-wide LEOs are now supporting the Naches
Ranger District.
Finally, Ranger Irene Davidson has accepted a new position as the
Ranger of the Carson District on the Humboldt Toiyabe National
Forest in Nevada. With this move she is returning to an area
where she previously worked.
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A Note from Ranger Davidson:
On June 1st, I will be reporting to the Carson
Ranger District on the Humboldt Toiyabe
National Forest as the District Ranger. I am
returning to the Carson City, Nevada area
where I worked previously.
This move not only provides me the
opportunity to continue working as a
District Ranger, which I love, it will bring me
closer to my family.
I will miss the Naches Ranger District and
the folks that love this area. I truly
appreciate the passion that cabin owners
have for their little piece of paradise! You
all are fortunate to be able to spend time
close to the recreational opportunities the
National Forest provides.
-Irene Davidson

Chinook Pass Cabin Owners Association

Several new and ongoing projects for the Naches Ranger District are in the works, including:
Naches Ranger District New Projects:
White Pass Projects 2014- The Naches Ranger District is considering a proposal by the White Pass Company,
the operator of the White Pass Ski Area, to expand its Nordic ski trail system and facilities. The White Pass
Company is hoping to implement the following projects in 2014: (1) relocate the cross-country yurt to a
central location on the proposed Nordic/snowshoe trails west of Dark Meadows Loop, (2) construct Nordic ski
loops west of Dark Meadows Loop and a connector Nordic ski trail between the Dog Lake Loop and Mark
Meadows Loop, (3) replace the existing cross-country yurt with a permanent structure, and (4) construct a recirculating gravel filter adjacent to the existing drain-field. A decision on this project is expected in June 2014.
For more information on the environmental analysis, contact Sue Ranger at 509-653-1446.
Dry Restoration Project- The Naches Ranger District is proposing a commercial timber harvest in the Dry
Creek/Dry Ridge area as a continuation of the restoration activities analyzed under the Nelli Restoration
Project (2013). The commercial harvest will occur on 548 acres in dry forest stands and an additional 200 acres
will become available for either commercial firewood or personal use firewood. This project also proposes
stream stabilization within two miles of Dry Creek stream channel. Stabilization will involve hand felling and
placement of small and medium-sized tress within the channel. A decision on this project is expected in June
2014. For more information on the environmental analysis, contact Michelle King at 509-653-1420.
Ongoing Projects
The Naches Ranger District is in the process of completing implementation of the 2013 Flood Repair Projects.
This summer (2014) Forest System Road (FSR) 1703 and 1704 will be stabilized at the damage sites with turn
outs at each end of the closure. Implementation will begin this summer on FSR 1708, however, the four
damage sites along the road may not be fully repaired and rebuilt until 2015. A final decision on the appeals of
the FSR 1501 project will be made in late March to early April. If the decision is upheld, the decommissioning
of FSR 1501 will begin this summer. For more information on the status of these projects, contact Michelle
King at 509-653-1420.
Logging operations in the Glass Creek and Nile area are likely to begin this year. Commercial harvest from the
Glass Angel Restoration project (Glass Creek) will begin this summer with logging traffic on FSR 1611, 1617,
and 1605. Logging traffic will also occur on FSR 1600. Logging activities in the Nile and Dry Ridge area will most
likely not occur until the fall of 2014 or the summer of 2015. For more information on logging operation on the
Naches Ranger District, contact Sale Administrator Nate Standish 509-823-3882.
Boulder Cave and the Union Creek Trailhead 2014/2015- Implementation of facility improvements for both the
Boulder Cave Day Use Area and the Union Creek Trailhead will be taking place this year and into 2015.
Storm Damage on Wildcat and Indian Creek Road
Both Wildcat Road (FSR 1306) and Indian Creek Road (FSR 1308) sustained flood damage from the September
5-6, 2013 rain event. The Naches Ranger District took emergency action the following morning to ensure that
all member of the public were safely evacuating from the impacted areas. Fortunately no one was injured
after the flood; however, there was extensive damage to these two roads.
Contact Information
Kathryn Buchholz
Special Uses/Archaeology Technician
Kbuchholz02@fs.fed.us
(509)653-1434
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Chipping Service Available!
The chipper crew from the North Yakima Conservation District is working the forest again this year. These
folks will take your piles of limbs and small trees and will chip them up at no cost to you! There is a big
demand for their services, so please call Mike Tobin today to reserve a date. Currently there is some open
time in their schedule during the first half of May.
Here are a few recommendations from Mike to consider:





Lay all the limbs and small tree trunks the same direction, oriented so the piles can be easily picked apart while
chipping.
Locate the piles near a road or driveway so the chipper can setup near the pile, within a few yards.
No rocks, dirt, duff or piles of needles. These items dull the chipper blades and clog the works.
Nothing larger than 8" in diameter, although the chipper throat accepts up to 12" diameter material.

Get the piles ready now and call Mike Tobin with the location, cabin group, cabin lot number and your contact
information. Mike can be reached at (509) 454-5736 ext 122 or on his cell phone: (509) 952-6320.

Deputy Perry Brown!
(Editor’s note: We have a new Yakima County Deputy Sheriff patrolling our
cabin area. The following is Deputy Perry Brown’s report to our community)

In March of 2014 Deputy Steve Sutliff retired from the sheriff’s office, after 30 plus years of service. I was
selected from a group of candidates and will be taking over his duties as the White/Chinook Pass deputy. This
will be my third appointment to the mountain pass area. I was previously assigned to the mountain area as an
ORV Deputy in 1992 and 2004.
I am an avid outdoorsman and I am involved in many of the activities that can done in our great area
I’m very happy to have received the opportunity to work in the hills again and look forward to meeting and
working with your community.
As for a cabin update, we have already seen some petty theft in the Nile area. Several sheds were broken into
this spring. One shed was unlocked and the other two had the lock hasps broken on them.
The snow has melted off to the 3000 foot elevation and the cabins are becoming more accessible. The Snoparks were also dismantled this week and the snow berms were removed. Forest “road” travel will soon be
increasing. The USFS currently has a region wide closure on all “Trail” system use. All horse trails, jeep trails
and dirt bike trails are closed until June 15th in the Naches Ranger District.
Yakima Sheriff’s Office Deputy

To Contact Yakima County Sheriff:
DISPATCH (509)574-2500
DESK
(509) 574-2525
RADIO
COUNTY-99

Perry Brown
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CLEAN UP SERVICE PROJECT FOR CPCOA MEMBERS
When: June 7th at 8am-12 pm (or when done.)
Where: Mather Memorial Rest Area
Contact: Kathy Hoffert 509-697-6780 RSVP
Please bring, brooms, clippers, shovels. Portable generators are nice,
especially with blowers and weed trimmers
We will be sharing lunch together at the rest area when done, so bring something to eat as well!
For the past several years, CPCOA members have joined together to help the Forest Service and
give a little back to the forest cleaning up the Mather Memorial Rest Area. You are invited to join
us. We will gather at the rest area across SR410 from Sawmill Flats campground to pick up trash
and sweep up pine needles and branches that fell over the winter.

IN REMEMBRANCE
Ted J. Filer, 78, passed away on April 14th at his home in Zillah. Ted and his wife Fran, both past presidents of
the Rimrock Cabin Owners Association, spent many years working to support cabin ownership at the local,
state and national levels. Ted attended many CPCOA membership meetings to share his immense knowledge
of a wide range of topics of interest to cabin owners. He was instrumental in helping the Bumping Lake tract
get a second appraisal which greatly lowered their annual permit fees.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to Fran and the whole Filer family.

2014 Cabin Tracks

Page

5

Chinook Pass Cabin Owners Association

“GOING FISHING”
News from the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
The mid to late July period should be a good time to fish the Tieton River, or any of the streams in the Yakima
basin. The Tieton has the selective gear regulations (single barbless hooks/ no bait) as do most streams in the
area.
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) does not stock any of the streams with hatchery trout, it
is all wild production. Although the Tieton can be good fishing for smaller rainbow & cutthroat trout (limit is 2
trout, 8 inch minimum size) it is not as consistently productive as the Naches River. The Naches River is catch
& release for trout from the mouth of the Tieton River up to Rattlesnake Creek; above Rattlesnake Creek there
is a 2 trout, 12 inch minimum/20 inch maximum size limit. It is not uncommon to catch cutthroat or rainbow
up to 16+ inches in the Naches. {Please release all bull trout, steelhead or salmon}. The smaller tributary
streams of the Naches can be quite good for smaller cutthroat & rainbow as well.....including Rattlesnake
Creek, the Little Naches River & Bumping River.
Bumping Lake is open year round, chumming is allowed and daily limits are 5 trout plus 16 kokanee with no
minimum size limits. Remember, if you are fishing the lake with bait, all fish caught are required to be kept if
legal to do so.
Hope this is helpful.....& keep a tight line!
Richard Mann - Captain
Eric Anderson - Fish Biologist
WDFW Region 3 Yakima

Field Trips for 2014

by Carl Buchholz

All of the details concerning field trips have not been made at this time. Here is what I am
working on.
Paul Hammond will lead another geology field trip sometime in July or August probably in the Copper City
area. If I can find a leader, we will explore the historical Copper City mining area. Please contact me at
buchcs@aol.com or (509)966.4861 if you know of someone who could lead this field trip.
Since last fall's mushroom field trip was so well attended, we could have another one this year if there is
enough interest. Please let me know if you are interested.
Last year we substituted Paul Hammond's geology field trip for the planned rock hound field trip in the Little
Naches area. We may dig for thunder eggs this summer. This would be a good family field trip
My plan is to have all field trips finalized by our June meeting.
CHECK OUR WEBSITE (cpcoa.com) FOR UPDATED FIELD TRIP INFORMATION
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The following board position openings will be announced at our summer meeting: Secretary, 1st Vice
President, and Position-at-Large. If you have any interest in one of these positions, please contact any board
member. (Contact information can be found on the following page. We would really like to hear from you!
CPCOA has been without an 1st Vice President for 2 years, so we really need you to consider helping out this
year. Elections will take place at our fall membership meeting.

Through May 20th, membership in CPCOA is 119, representing 100 cabins. The remaining 19 are associate
memberships (more than one membership per cabin). Thank you all for sending in your dues. The goal is to
surpass last year’s record membership of 146, representing 125 cabins. Ask your cabin neighbors to join
CPCOA and receive all the benefits that come with it.
After the purchase of a new projector for our membership meetings, our checking account balance is
$5,454.18. Join us at our June meeting for the latest update on all our membership numbers.
Jim Lundeen
Treasurer

CPCOA Summer Potluck & Meeting
Saturday, June 21, 2014
11:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Nile Valley Community Church
Bring a hot dish, a salad, or dessert
to share
Drinks & table setting provided
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2014 CPCOA Officers
President:
Dave Leinweber
425.643.2937
dave_leinweber@hotmail.com
Vice President: Vacant
Vice President Member Activities:
Carl Buchholz
509.966.4861
buchcs@aol.com
Secretary:
Maureen Bell
509.628.3867
bellwayne@charter.net
Treasurer:
Jim Lundeen
509.575.8315
jimgin@q.com
Past President:
Mike Berriochoa
509.545.6853
mberriochoa@charter.net
Members at Large:
Kathy Hoffert
509.697.6780
hoffertk@charter.net
Noma Hudson
360.423.7322
nmhudson1@comcast.net

CPCOA is on the Web:
and on Facebook:
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